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    Is Google negatively affecting our intelligence? 

People all over the world for the past decade have relied on Google for many reasons, 

whether it be a project, an article, a book, or even a simple question, Google is used worldwide 

up to date. People ask Google instead of themselves a question to less creativity. This research 

has lead many people to the question, “Is Google negatively affecting our intelligence?” 

According to article A written Nicholas Carr, article B written by Genevieve Roberts, and 

infograph C by OnlingColleges.net, many pieces of evidence lead to the conclusion that Google 

is in fact negatively affecting intelligence. Google is negatively affecting our intelligence by 

taking away experiences, making one to reliable, and by replacing one's memory.  

To begin with, Google is taking away experience. Over Google has been taking away 

experiences such as events that a person can remember forever. Many people nowadays would 

rather be using technology instead of living the experience or experiencing something else rather 

than using technology. As stated on Source A written by Nicholas Carr it states, “ If we're 

distracted, we understand less, remember less, and learn less… when we use our computers and 

our cellphones all the time we’re always distracted.”  In other words this “technology”  such as 

Google gets in the way and becomes a distraction. Since this technology becomes a distraction, it 

lessens one’s ability if doing many vital things in life such as learning and communication skills 

with the outside world. This becomes a problem to experiences because if one doesn't learn, then 

they will have no experience on a particular subject. To add on, writer of article B, Genevieve 

Roberts says, “If we spend all our time online, or experience our lives through a smartphone 

camera lens, we might miss important experiences, and not commit them to long-term memory.” 

In other words, Google or technology gets in the way of real life situations and it eventually 

messes up our memory terms. We go from long-term to short-term memory due to technology 

use. This is one reason on why Google is affecting our intelligence negatively.  

 To support this, Google makes one too reliable. Google is a recourse which can be used 

for nearly everything in modern-era. Google has the capacity of fulfilling one's mind, but the 



problem is that people are too dependant on Google, it makes our thoughts too dull and not 

creative. Nicholas Carr supports, “ So even though Google is giving us all the useful information, 

it’s also encouraging us to think superficially. It’s making us shallow.” These shallow thoughts 

can lead to a fixed mindset and affect one's creativity. People become too reliable of this 

resource which affects their intelligence by sticking to one idea and not multiple. Google may 

have information but, not all reliable. According to online colleges.net’s infographic, “Our new 

habits may interfere in the development of deep, conceptual knowledge.” Our new habits are are 

technology, electronics, and nothing less than Google. Google make people too reliable and 

allow them to become dull thinkers. This can affect one's intelligence, negatively by reducing 

creativity. This supports why Google is negatively affecting our intelligence due to the fact that 

people are to reliable. 

To end off, it replaces one’s memory. By replacing one’s memory, it means that Google 

takes over the mind which doesn't allow people to be themselves or think on their own. People in 

society today as previously stated, rely, too much on Google to think of a solution for them. 

Instead of being on their own and finding a way to get out of it, they use Google as their 1st tool. 

As Google becomes addicting along with technology, people start becoming dull. As shown in 

the infographic by online colleges.net, “The internet is filled with incorrect information, which 

may lead to being misinformed.” People start becoming as gullible as computer resources, and 

start to learn false information. If people let Google take over them then they will be used to that 

one resource and become less independent and more dependant. To add on stated on the same 

infographic, “With search engines available all the time, we often don't encode the information 

intentionally because when we need it, we will look it up online.” This shows that our creative 

minds are being transformed into mindless zombies or in other words stupid. We wouldn't even 

bother to find factual evidence on the internet but we would just rather read or listen to 

statements. Although there is enough reason to support that Google is negatively affecting our 

intelligence, there is reasoning to explain that Google isn't affecting us. Google isn't responsible 

is not responsible for the actions we people take. We become addicted, we become dull, we 

make the decision voluntarily, not Google. So this leads to the conclusion on why Google is 

negatively affecting our intelligence.  



To conclude, Google is negatively affecting our intelligence due to the fact that it is 

taking away experiences, making one too reliable, and by replacing one's memory. People in 

today's society have gotten use to this innovation that is widely used throughout the world. This 

is one of many search engines that people use to find out what they need to know or what they 

desire to know. People don't find a limit to this and so this is what might or negatively affects 

today's society. So, this is why Google is negatively affecting our intelligence. 


